
CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT

OBJECTIVE: I CAN ANALYZE A SCRIPT AND 

DEVELOP OF CHARACTER



WHAT IS 
CHARACTERIZATION?
•CHARACTERIZATION: 
how an actor uses body, 
voice, and thought to 
develop and portray a 
character.

• Character development is 
the goal of every actor.



WAYS OF DEVELOPING CHARACTER 
•The playwright can describe the character directly:

– “She was tall and muscular, but with dark eyes and a soft 
voice”

•Other characters can describe her/him
– To another character 
– To himself/herself

•The character can describe herself/himself
– To another character



DEVELOPING 
CHARACTER 

•Physical traits ~ Outside
•Personality traits ~ Inside



OUTSIDE 
CHARACTER 
TRAITS ARE TRAITS 
THAT YOU CAN SEE 
AND DESCRIBE WHAT 
A CHARACTER LOOKS 
LIKE. 

Outside
•  Gender
• Body Type – strong, weak
• Height
• Weight
• Hair Color/Hair Style
• Eye Color
• Skin Tone
• Walk
• Clothing/Costume
• Voice/Accent/



INSIDE 
CHARACTER 
TRAITS ARE 

TRAITS THAT 
DESCRIBE THE 

WAY A 
CHARACTER ACTS.

Inside
•   Relationships/Family
• Education
• Socioeconomic (rich, middle 

class, poor)
• Religion/Beliefs
• Mental Status
• Occupation/Job
• Interest/Hobbies








