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A Message from
UACTT President

Hello fellow theatre teachers,

I hope your year is off to an amazing start. As we step into a brand new
school year, I want to celebrate the energy, creativity, and resilience
each of you brings to your classrooms and stages. As you all know,
theatre is more than a subject—it's a lifeline for so many students, a
place where they find their voice, build empathy, and learn to
collaborate. Your work is powerful. You cultivate courage, community,
and storytelling in ways that change lives. Whether you're diving into a
brand new program or returning to a well-loved tradition, know that your
impact reaches far beyond the spotlight. You are all phenomenal at
what you do; I am in awe of the incredible programs and shows you
have put together.
This year, let’s lean into the joy of creation and the strength of our
shared passion. As an organization, we are here to support, uplift, and
advocate for you every step of the way. Let’s continue to share
resources, inspire one another, and celebrate the magic we make
together. Here's to a year of bold choices, brave students, and beautiful
theatre. Welcome back!
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Elinda Nedreberg has served as our president for 3
years but has been an expeirenced teacher teaching
for 20 years. She has taught in Davis and Nebo School
Districts, with the past six years at Tintic High School in
Eureka, teaching Language Arts and Theatre. She loves
music, reading, and hiking, and she is highly qualified to
teach German but has never had the opportunity. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Be sure to complete
registration for your team
on who is competing

Utah Shakespeare
Competition Registration
September 5, 2025

Register to participate In
the High School Musical
awards competition.

UHSMTA Registration

September 22, 2025

The annual competition
takes place in Cedar City

2025 Shakespeare
Competition
October 2-4, 2025

Elinda Nedreberg

U t a h  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  f o r  T h e a t r e  T e a c h e r s

Empowering Utah's Theatre Educators for Student Success



Teacher Feature
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School: Carbon High School
Years Teaching: 2
Hobbies: Thrifting, travel, hosting
themed dinners, and watching
K-pop music videos
Treat: Zucchini bread and chai

KATIE ROWLEY

What piece of advice do you have for teachers?

If students aren’t meeting your needs or requirements,
brainstorm a system you can put in place to help them
get there! For example, if repeated lectures about
keeping the dressing rooms clean aren’t working, try a
different approach (like buying Jan Hunsaker’s ditty
bags!) If a good system is in place to support them, they
are more likely to succeed.

2026 Summer Conference

Announcing our 2026
Theme & Dates2025 Conference Recap

We would JUMP for joy to
have you help plan our
2026 conference! We know
that you know how to plan
an epic party so why not
do it with your teaching
besties?! Come be a part
of the fun by helping plan
next year’s conference!
Reach out to Melanie Day
or Amanda Swanson.

UTAHACTT.COMUTAHACTT@GMAIL.COM @UACTT ON SOCIALS

Hang loose with us next summer!! Theatre is
always evolving, and so are we as
educators. This year’s theme, Catch the
Waves of Change, is about embracing new
ideas, fresh approaches, and innovative
practices while staying rooted in what we
love most about theatre. Join us for
workshops, collaboration, and inspiration as
we ride the waves together and shape the
future of theatre education.

Get Involved!

This summer at UACTT, we gathered at SUU for workshops
focused on empowering our students while reigniting our own
passion for teaching. Together, we bonded as educators,
sharing experiences and building connections that
strengthened our community. We left with fresh resources,
new strategies, and the support of colleagues ready to cheer
each other on throughout the year. Access to presentations
from the conference are available on our website!



Shakespeare Competition
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October 2-4, 2025

Competition Checklist
Register your school by September 5th.

Pay registration fee and competitive category (if applicable).

Book hotel and transportation.

Student’s sign Media Release Form by September 26.

Complete Memorandum of Understanding by September 19

Sign up for a “start time” for Tech Olympics.

Review category rules and rubrics.

Plan and direct ensemble scene

Assign acting, music, and dance scenes to students

Create and distribute student packing list.

Schedule a sub and create lesson plans.

Pick out and pack costumes, props, set pieces, etc.

Design, order, and distribute team gear (if applicable).

Have a fun time! Meet a new teacher! Show your team spirit!

Plan for post-mortem coaching following competition

UTAHACTT.COMUTAHACTT@GMAIL.COM @UACTT ON SOCIALS

The Utah Shakespeare Competition in
Cedar City is one of the nation’s largest
and longest running competitions at a
Shakespeare festival. The event is hosted
by the Utah Shakespeare Festival and
Southern Utah University. Each fall,
thousands of students gather to perform
monologues, scenes, and ensemble
pieces, as well as showcase their skills in
dance, music, and technical theatre.
it’s more than just a competition! it’s an
opportunity to immerse students in the
language of Shakespeare, receive
professional feedback from theatre
artists, and build a sense of community
with programs across the state and
beyond. Participation encourages high
quality performance, fosters
collaboration, and gives students a
chance to experience live professional
theatre while celebrating their own
artistry.

Questions About
The Competition?

 Website: 
competition.bard.org

Contact:
Stewart Shelley
sshelley@bard.org
usfeducation@bard.org

https://form.jotform.com/252295047868166


Lesson Learned
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What do you want from the
other partner(s) In the scene?

Find these lesson plans and more at the
UACTT website! Have great lesson plans
yourself? Email us to have yours shared! As
a teaching community we can empower
each other to increase enrollment through
engaging lesson plans.

Lesson Plan

We offer grants for
workshops to be taught at
your school. We also offer
professional development
scholarships for you to
develop your craft and
teaching practicum. Take
a look at our website for
more information! 

UTAHACTT.COMUTAHACTT@GMAIL.COM @UACTT ON SOCIALS

Located on our website Is a lesson plan that
breaks down how to “pre-block” a scene In
a simple to understand format. First,
students will pick the style of stage they are
directing on. Have students start by labeling
In their script the stage directions next to
the lines. Transition over to a groundplan
where they draw out the blocking. 

Did You Know?
Each edition of the newsletter we share some advice and a
lesson plan that you can find our UACTT website. This month
we are talking about directing in light of Shakespeare
competition coming up but also a lot of schools working on
their fall musical.

When we are directing, it Is imperative for us to provide
helpful feedback and coaching to the students to help them
make connections between the text and the character. The
following are questions we can ask actors when we’re
breaking down the individual moments of a play. In some
cases, one question leads to the next. This Is only a starting
point - you can tailor your own questions to the needs of
the students and the play.

What are you going to do to get it?
What are your tactics?

How can you make that choice
clearer/larger/simpler/bolder?

What is the relationship between you
and your partner(s) at this moment?

How can you set the stakes
higher for your character?

What is your inner monologue while you
are listening to others in this scene?

Are you intently listening to
your partner or are you

trapped in your own head?

What are your words or phrase
that If emphasized differently

would alter the meaning?
Directing tips from Teaching Theatre journal

Teaching Advice


